Making “Back-to-School” (Homeschool) Memories that Last! 

1. Establish “First Day of School” Traditions. 

a. Go shopping for a “first day of school” outfit a few days before school starts

b. Eat breakfast at the same restaurant every year before going home to begin your first day of school.  Take pictures!

c. Take pictures in front of the same place each year (ex: a sign with your city’s name)

d. Buy some new school supplies 

e. Buy a new lunchbox for field trips

2. Decorate your “classroom” differently from last year.  Keep the “new look” a secret until “school time” by closing the door or hanging a curtain over the entrance.

3. Create “Study Stations” where each child has his/her own area to study.  Set-up a supply box so that each child has all the necessary school supplies close at hand.  

4. Give each child a file box or file drawer where he/she can keep up with papers he needs/wants to keep.  Organize these papers by subject and extra-curricular activities.  

5. Have a special menu plan for the first week of school, letting each child include his “favorites”.

6. Have a “once-a-month cooking spree” putting several frozen meals in the freezer so everyone can focus on getting school off to a good start, rather than spending a lot of time in the kitchen, during this transition time of getting back into the school routine.

7. Set-up age-appropriate chore charts for each person in the family.

8. Color code each child’s school items (ex: Mary’s notebook, pencils, erasers, . . .  are all pink)

9. Use the same designated color for each child’s individual lesson plans and black ink when it is a family event.

10. Use a large family calendar to keep track of each family member’s schedule.  Use the designated color (above) for each person.

11. Begin school at the same time each morning!

[image: image1.png]



� EMBED Unknown  ���








© 2007, Organizing with a Personal Touch, Cherry Patterson

www.OptOutOfClutter.com

[image: image2.png]


_1299350250.bin

